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QUEER FILM OPENING TO DELIVER GLITZ & GLAMOUR FROM 
NEAR & FAR 

Brisbane Powerhouse and Volkswagen present 

The 9th Annual Brisbane Queer Film Festival Gala Opening N ight 
 

 
Looking for a party?  Brisbane Powerhouse is once again getting fresh, flirty and a little flamboyant for 
the Volkswagen Gala Opening Night of the 9th Annual Brisbane Queer Film Festival  on Friday 23 
May. 
 
This official Volkswagen Gala Opening Night featuring ABC TV New Inventors judge Bernie Hobbs  
and Scissor Sisters’ Tour DJ Sammy Jo  as special guests, also has the hottest local film making 
talent, marking the beginning of a week long of queer film in the 9th Annual Brisbane Queer Film 
Festival  from 23 – 29 May. 
 
Don’t miss this main attraction, the biggest night of the festival, where audience participation is a must!   
 
Following a record number of entries, we want your help to select the Brisbane Queer Film Festival 
short film competition winner.  The night begins at 7pm with the screening of the competition finalists, 
so rock up to show your support.  Enjoy the antics of host, science broadcaster and all round funny girl 
Bernie Hobbs , and cast your vote for your favourite film from the judges selection of quirky, hilarious, 
poignant and fun films.   
 
The party continues at 9pm with the perfect blend of house, electro and dark disco, played out for 
Brisbane audiences by Scissor Sisters’ Tour DJ Sammy Jo .  He first met Scissor Sisters frontman 
Jake Shears at the Click + Drag cyberfetish parties, and was invited by the singer to join the band on 
tour. It wasn’t long before he was asked to join as the official Scissor Sisters DJ.   
 
When Scissor Sisters’ Tour DJ Sammy Jo  isn’t touring, he’s spinning the decks in New York City, 
and has come all the way to Brisbane to serve up hot tunes and keep party-goers on the dance floor 
begging for more all night! 
 
Get ready to experience an award winning selection of films, to laugh, to cry, to get amongst the glitz 
and glamour and as always, to party!  Like only Brisbane Queer Film Festival can! 
 
Entertaining and thought-provoking, the 9th Annual Brisbane Queer Film Festival  celebrates the 
best of queer film from across the globe.   
 
The full schedule, screening details and film packages for the 9th Annual Brisbane Queer Film 
Festival  will be live on bqff.com.au on Friday 4 April. 
 

-ENDS- 
 
Date  Friday 23 May 
Time  Screening 7pm, Opening Night Party 9pm 
Venue  Brisbane Powerhouse  
Tickets  $30 Screening & Party, $20 Party Only 
Bookings 07 3358 8600 or brisbanepowerhouse.org 
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VOLKSWAGEN GALA OPENING NIGHT SHORT FILM SYNOPSES 
 
PICNIC AT WOLF CREEK 
Picnic at Wolf Creek (2006) is a remix video which unearths the story of what really happened to the 
school girls who went missing from Hanging Rock in 1900. 
Director  Soda_Jerk with Sam Smith (10 min) 
 
THE LETTER  
Two boys stand at the crossroads of love and adolescence; but their hearts can only journey one path. 
Director  Evan Randall Green (8 min) 
 
GUESS WHO 
This is a film about how society likes to label individuals and the frustration felt by those still trying to 
categorise themselves. 
Director  Christopher Cosgrove (1 min) 
 
HEAT 
On the hottest day of the year, a troubled man is reminded of the warmth of love by the passionate 
heat between two boys on an opposite balcony. 
Director  David Allwood (12 min) 
 
DAY SEVEN 
This is the last day… 
Director Tim Marshall (7 min) 
 
OUTLAND 
Max has a shameful secret. He's a science fiction fan... 
Director  John Richards (25 min) 
 
SKINWALKER 
A family is torn apart by a father's rage upon the discovery of his son's secret. 
Director  Chris Clark (6 min) 
 
NO REGRETS NO REMORSE 
Through a musical journey of discovery, Connor, Ruby and Donnie will be brought together in a 
magical love triangle that takes place at Uncle Flynn’s funeral. 
Director Marty Moynihan (7min) 
 
BOOTH GANGS 
A collage of footage showing the diversity and strength of community; captured in a participant directed 
video booth at the launch of Slit Magazine, dyke trans sex culture porn publication in Brisbane. 
Director  Karen Batten & Ky Hamilton (10 min) 
 
THE VICIOUS AND THE DELICIOUS 
Flamboyant fashion, illicit affairs, catfights & bizarre story twists - all this and more… 
Director  Tonette Stanford (11 min) 
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SAMMY JO SCISSOR SISTERS’ TOUR DJ 
 
In 1997, DJ Sammy Jo took his first steps into a DJ booth at the legendary New York City nightclub 
MOTHER (home to the infamous Jackie 60 party) for his first ever nightlife venture called Messy. 
 
Expanding his playlist to include current dance music, Sammy Jo was eventually recruited to play at 
the original cyberfetish party Click + Drag where he met and collaborated with Jake Shears of soon-to-
be-formed Scissor Sisters.  As neighbours and like-minded artists the two discovered a common 
passion for all types of music.  
 
In the spring of 2004 Shears asked Sammy Jo to DJ on the Scissor Sisters Crevice Canyon Tour, a 
union that worked so well the band recruited him as their official tour DJ.  Since then Sammy Jo has 
been playing clubs throughout Europe on his own creating a name for himself while also supporting the 
Scissor Sisters whenever they call on him. From dingey pubs in London to warehouse parties in 
Antwerp to playing for 60,000 people at V Festival, his unique style of blending electro, house, and 
dark disco has him spending half his year travelling the world while the other half he maintains 
residencies in New York City. 
 
 
BERNIE HOBBS 
 
Bernie Hobbs is an award-winning writer and broadcaster with the ABC Science Unit and regular judge 
on ABC TV’s The New Inventors. 
 
While her background is in medical science and teaching, Bernie's passionate about how science and 
big ideas fit into real life – culturally, socially and environmentally.  
 
She gets to explore that territory regularly as a judge on ABC TV’s The New Inventors, a new take on 
one of her favourite shows as a kid.  When not being impressed by our country’s inventors, Bernie can 
be heard regularly discussing science on ABC radio, and seen having way too much fun each week in 
ABC TV’s new science show for kids, the experiMENTALS .  
 


