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Media Release 

Monday 10 December, 2007 

ON TRIAL FOR INFANTICIDE 
Brisbane Powerhouse presents a co-production between the National Theatre of Scotland; Victoria, 

Belgium and Tramway, Glasgow 
Aalst 

 
Everyone wants the best for their children.  But how far do you go to stop them from making the same 
mistakes as you?  What if you are convinced that your children have no future and are simply 
condemned to a damaged life?  What would be the very best thing that you could give your kids? 

From 29 January – 3 February 2008, Brisbane Powerhouse hosts the National Theatre of Scotland, 
direct from their UK tour, with the highly acclaimed production Aalst , based on the murder of two 
children by their parents in 1999 in a small Belgian industrial town.  The parents were subsequently 
arrested, tried and sentenced to life in prison for their murders.  But were the murders a first-rate 
rejection of parental duty, or the ultimate expression of love?  

This is a harrowing true-life tale of a couple and their young children, who checked into a hotel in 1999 
in Aalst .  A week later the police make an appalling discovery.  The horribly compelling onstage 
testimony by Michael and Cathy, the multiaward winning actor Kate Dickie (Red Road) and David 
McKay (My Name is Joe) was dramatised from source material including statements and interviews, 
TV footage of the trial and a documentary on the murder investigation. 
 
The accused sit side by side before microphones on a bare stage.  They answer questions from an 
invisible interrogator (Gary Lewis), whose voice bellows through the darkness uncovering the grim 
history of their lives and crimes.  Despite the horror of what you hear, it is impossible not to listen to the 
end, as this husband and wife describe a society let them down long before they committed an act that 
can only be described as pure evil.  But what drove them to do it? What was it that "needed ending" as 
Michael puts it in Aalst ?  
 
This superb production has built a reputation as a powerful and complex piece of modern theatre which 
raises disturbing questions - questions that have no easy answer.  Originally conceived and written in 
Flemish by Pol Heyvaert (who directed and designed the production), the new version by Duncan 
McLean describes every last detail with simple, factual precision always giving more information than 
you thought you needed to know. 

Discussing the two terribly damaged characters operating under horribly warped principles, Heyvaert 
says, “A week before they killed their children, these people weren't child killers, they were just a 
couple of losers who had messed up their lives.  What happened to them that they got to a point in 
their lives when killing their own children seemed like the best option?"  
 
Aalst is in Australia for strictly limited seasons at Brisbane Powerhouse, Sydney Festival and Perth 
Festival.  

 “…painful and deeply - at times unbearably – disturbing.” The Herald (UK) 
 

 “… this production is undeniably great theatre” Daily Telegraph, London 
 

“It is stunning: a stark, brutal evocation of the horrors behind ordinary doors … a chilling exploration of 
emotional connection grown dangerously twisted.” – The Times 

-ENDS- 

Date  Tue 29 January – Sun 3 February 
Time  Tue -Wed 6:30pm, Thurs – Sat 7:30pm + Sun 5pm 
Venue  Powerhouse Theatre 
Tickets   $40 (f) - $34(c) 
Bookings 07 3358 8600 or brisbanepowerhouse.org 


