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BRACE YOURSELF FOR THE BEST AT THE ANNUAL BRISBANE 
QUEER FILM FESTIVAL! 

Brisbane Powerhouse and Volkswagen present 

The 9th Annual Brisbane Queer Film Festival 
 
The 9 th Annual Brisbane Queer Film Festival  will land at Brisbane Powerhouse, taking over the 
entire venue from 23 – 29 May.   
 
Artistic Director Sarah Neal has hand picked an eclectic selection of award winning features, 
international girl and boy shorts and documentaries from around the world.  The diverse program and 
Volkswagen Gala Opening Night special guests (ABC TV New Inventors judge Bernie Hobbs  and 
Scissor Sisters’ Tour DJ Sammy Jo are a definite indication that this year’s festival is set to be a 
crowd pleaser! 
 
This years program will make you laugh, make you cry, inspire you, shock you – and as always, excite 
you. The quality of the films is evident, with many having impressive screening credits from film 
festivals all over the world.   
 
Among the selection are Avant Que J’oublie (Before I Forget) and Naissance Des Pieuvres 
(Waterlilies)  both featured in the 2007 Cannes Film Festival.  Tribeca Film Festival, Toronto Film 
Festival and Berlin Film Festival also appear frequently next to film titles in the program, including the 
German comedy 18.15 Uhr Ab Ostkreuz (18.15 from Ostkreuz)  which will have its Australian 
premiere at The 9th Annual Brisbane Queer Film Festival.    
 
As always, the festival is packed with local content, starting with the short film competition finalists 
screening at the Volkswagen Gala Opening Night.  Then direct from the Sydney Mardi Gras Film 
Festival come the finalists of My Queer Career,  the world-famous annual queer film competition for 
Australian and New Zealand filmmakers.  Films include Love Bite, Mirror Mirror, Sexy Thing, 
Paradise, Love is Love, Single Sexy Silingual, Ever ything We Are, My Last 10 Hours With You 
and Ascension . 
 
Boy, Girl and Documentary film packages will be the popular alternative for audiences who have 
trouble choosing a favourite, and this year Sarah Neal has also introduced the Director’s Choice 
Package, highlighting some particular favourites.   
 
“The 9th Brisbane Queer Film Festival has exploded!  And will definitely get the attention of any 
filmgoer, be it mainstream, queer, art house or documentary,” says Neal.  “The list of awards and 
accolades for many of these films come from high profile film festivals all over the world.  The quality of 
the program this year is going to completely blow people away, especially some of the films coming 
from the Middle East.  They are a rare insight that should not be missed.” 
 
Entertaining and thought-provoking, the 9th Annual Brisbane Queer Film Festival celebrates the best of 
queer film from across the globe.  With such an eclectic range of films, there’s something for everyone. 
 
For all the details and screening schedules visit the festival website bqff.com.au 

-ENDS- 
 
Date  23 - 29 May 
Venue  Brisbane Powerhouse  
Tickets  $15/$12 
Bookings 07 3358 8600 or brisbanepowerhouse.org 



 

For further information, images and interview oppor tunities please contact 
Brisbane Powerhouse PR Manager, Olivia Guglielmino 

p 07 3358 8671   m 0409 187 289  f 07 3358 8611 e oliviag@brisbanepowerhouse.org 
or Brisbane Powerhouse Publicity Coordinator, Racha el Morgan 

p 07 3358 8670   m 0404 775 377  f 07 3358 8611 e rachaelm@brisbanepowerhouse.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
AVANT QUE J’OUBLIE (BEFORE I FORGET) 
Drama - French with English subtitles 
From acclaimed writer/actor/director Jacques Nolot comes this emotionally raw story of a 58-year-old 
man with HIV contemplating his illness, life and past loves.  At 58, Pierre’s hustler days are gone. 
Instead he is on the other end of the sex trade, plying youth with cash, with a casualness that hides 
neither guilt nor shame.  With fierce intellect and underlying wit, Jacques Nolot delivers the third 
installment of his trilogy (following L'Arriere Pays and Porn Theatre/Glowing Eyes) on gay life.   
 
Official Selection  Cannes Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  Toronto International Film Festival 2007 
 
KATZENBALL (FELINE MASQUERADE) 
Documentary - Dutch with English subtitles 
This thoughtful and engaging documentary brings the last 80 years of lesbian history to life. Chronicling 
the relationships of women who love women, the social pressures to conform, the quest for identity, 
and secret meeting places of lesbians in Switzerland, the stories of five women of different generations 
bring a blend of the personal and the historical to this compelling film.   
 
Winner Teddy Award for Best Documentary Berlin International Film Festival 2005 
Winner International Jury Award for Best Documentar y identities Queer Film Festival Vienna 2005 
Winner Audience Award for Best Documentary identities Queer Film Festival Vienna 2005 
 
NAISSANCE DES PIEUVRES (WATER LILIES)  
Drama/Coming-of-Age - French with English subtitles 
One of the standout discoveries of the 2007 Cannes Film Festival was this beautifully crafted drama – 
a fiercely perceptive account of doubts, crushes and the offhanded cruelty of adolescent girls.  
Sensitive and sometimes witty, this film is a provocative portrait of how hard it is to be a teen girl in the 
exploratory routes to womanhood.  
 
Winner  Best First Film Prix Louis Delluc Awards 2007 
Winner Award of the Youth  Cabourg Romantic Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  Cannes Film Festival 2007 
 
THE UNIVERSE OF KEITH HARING 
Documentary 
Keith Haring is one of the most popular and significant artists of the 20th century.  A pivotal figure in 
the world of modern pop art, Haring worked with the likes of his mentor Andy Warhol, who inspired 
several of Haring’s pieces including Andy Mouse.  Haring also worked with artists such as Madonna, 
Grace Jones and Yoko Ono.   This fascinating account of Haring’s life features family commentary, 
celebrity artists, excerpts from original interviews, an original soundtrack by Angelo Talocci and theme 
song by famed DJ/record producer Junior Vasquez. 
 
Official Selection Rome Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection Tribeca Film Festival 2008 
 
YOU BELONG TO ME 
Thriller 
Who is stalking who is the central question in this thriller.  Recently dumped Jeffrey cannot help himself 
when he discovers his untrustworthy ex’s address and finds out there is a vacancy in his building. 
Jeffrey charms the landlady, Gladys into letting him have the place, all the better to keep tabs on his 
would-be boyfriend. But what happens when Jeffrey realises that his landlady is not the harmless 
eccentric he first thought her to be. 
 
Official Selection The London Lesbian & Gay Film Festival 2008 
Official Selection Sydney Mardi Gras Film Festival 2008 
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WE’RE ALL ANGELS 
Documentary 
Rising pop stars Jason and deMarco are both Christian and gay - and lovers. With their new album 
they are on the verge of crossing over into mainstream pop. But in the world of evangelical Christianity, 
where their very existence is controversial, will their love survive? 
 
Official Selection  Fresno Reel Pride 2007 
Official Selection  Out on Film 2007 
 
PUSINKY (DOLLS) 
Comedy/Drama - Czech with English subtitles 
Three 18-year-old school friends, Iska, Vendula and Karolína, decide to embark on a road trip to 
Holland following their graduation, with Iska’s younger brother, Votja, inadvertently tagging along for 
the ride. Each with their own distinct personalities and goals, the girls’ summer is a rights-of-passage, 
with Votja as the witness to the adventures, dramas and sexual escapades of these girls on the cusp of 
adulthood.  
 
Official Selection Montreal World Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection Melbourne Queer Film Festival 2008 
 
 
MY QUEER CAREER 2008 
Short Films 
Direct from the Sydney Mardi Gras Film Festival come the finalists of My Queer Career, the world-
famous annual queer film competition for Australian and New Zealand filmmakers.  Films include Love 
Bite, Mirror Mirror, Sexy Thing, Paradise, Love is Love, Single Sexy Silingual, Everything We Are, My 
Last 10 Hours With You and Ascension. 
 
 
SHELTER 
Drama 
Sometimes life doesn’t begin until you fall in love .  Forced to give up his dreams of art school, 
Zach spends his days working a dead-end job and helping his needy sister care for her son. In his free 
time he surfs, draws and hangs out with his best friend, Gabe, who lives on the wealthy side of town. 
When Gabe's older brother, Shaun, returns home, he encourages Zach to start leading his own life, he 
must reconcile his own desires with the needs of his family.  A stunning feature debut from director 
Jonah Markowitz, starring Brad Rowe of Billy’s Hollywood Screen Kiss. 
 
Winner  Outstanding First Feature  OUTFEST Film Festival 2007 
Winner  Best Director  Philadelphia Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2007 
Winner  Best Cinematography  Seattle Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2007 
Winner People’s Choice Award for Best Film  Vancouver Gay &Lesbian Film Festival 2007 
 
SONJA 
Drama/Coming-of-Age - German with English subtitles 
A refreshingly honest portrait about adolescent self-discovery, sexual identity, and falling in love with 
your best friend.   It's the summer holidays and 16-year-old Sonja has outgrown everything. Her 
boyfriend is boring, her mother aggravates her and she seems crammed into their little flat. As friends 
swap sex stories in bus shelters and boys flock round her best friend, Sonja begins to realise the true 
object of her affection. 
 
Official Selection Miami International Film Festival 2006 
Official Selection  Melbourne Queer Film Festival 2008 
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PERFORMANCE ANXIETY 
Drama 
If performing makes you anxious, change your tune.  In this quirky romance, Jeff and Peter live 
together, but their characters are worlds apart. Jeff is a messy, hippy musician, while Peter is a tidy, 
almost obsessive, office worker.  As a couple, they struggle for connection. While Peter finds pleasure 
in the steamy solitude of the shower, Jeff explores his sensual delights in an imaginary world of exotic 
dreams.  This is Brisbane’s first independently produced queer feature film. 
 
THE HOUSEBOY 
Drama 
The Houseboy  reminds us of the importance of kindness and power  of friendship.  Toy boy 
Ricky has been living with an older gay couple for a year in a very happy menage a trois. The couple 
are going away for the holidays and, just before they go, he overhears them saying it’s time he left.  
Feeling lonely and isolated, he contemplates life and death, ultimately finding a friend worth living for. 
But is it too late?  
 
Official Selection Reeling Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  Sydney Mardi Gras Film Festival 2008 
 
BLACK WHITE + GRAY 
Documentary 
Legendary curator Sam Wagstaff, famed photographer Robert Mapplethorpe and punk rock’s “poet 
laureate” Patti Smith depict New York’s grand collision of art, fashion, music and clublife in the 70s and 
80s.  Black White and Gray is a thoughtful, acid-tinged account of an extraordinary couple whose 
collective work continues to influence present-day art and culture.  Narrated by Joan Juliet Buck, the 
documentary features a who's who of the 1970s New York art world including Dominick Dunne, Patti 
Smith and Philippe Garner.   
 
Official Selection  Seattle International Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  Tribeca Film Festival 2008 
 
VIVERE 
Drama - German and Dutch with English subtitles 
Three women on the run, saving each other, saving themselves… a sophisticated, engrossing film that 
unfolds from three different perspectives.  On Christmas Eve Francesca's little sister, Antonietta, runs 
away to Rotterdam with her rock star boyfriend. On a hunt to find her, Francesca picks up Gerlinde, a 
suicidal lovesick woman. Now she has two lives to save. With the paths of three lost souls criss-
crossing in Rotterdam, it soon is hard to tell who is saving whom.  
 
Official Selection Tribeca Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection London Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2008 
 
A JIHAD FOR LOVE  
Documentary – in English and with English subtitles 
Jihad: struggle; to strive in the path of God.  Courageous, controversial and ground-breaking, A Jihad 
for Love is the first feature-length film about the taboo topic of homosexuality and Islam.  In many 
nations with a Muslim majority, laws based on Qur’anic interpretations are enforced by authorities to 
monitor, entrap, imprison, torture and even execute homosexuals.  Filmed in secret and under great 
risk over five years, in 12 countries and nine languages, A Jihad for Love journeys through the Middle 
East, Europe, South Asia and beyond.  Devout Muslims who are lesbian, gay or transgender share 
their personal and often frightening jihads for love.   
 
Winner Jury Award for Best Film  Tri Continental Film Festival 2008 
Official Selection Toronto International Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection Berlin International Film Festival 2008 
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BREAKFAST WITH SCOT 
Comedy 
This all-round comedy crowd pleaser explores the st rength in blended families.  
 
Eric McNally (Golden Globe-nominee Tom Cavanagh from TV’s Ed) is an ex-hockey pro turned 
sportscaster hiding the true nature of his relationship with lawyer boyfriend Sam (Ben Shenkman from 
Law and Order). Secrets aside, life’s good — until the guys suddenly become guardians of Sam’s 
eccentric nephew, Scot.  
 
Scot is not like most 11 year olds, his love of flamboyant clothes and a preference for musicals above 
sport is a challenge to a macho, sports-loving household. With the death of his mother, Scot finds a 
temporary home with his uncle Sam but his effeminate antics provoke difficulties wherever he goes.  
 
Noah Bernett turns in a terrific performance as Scot, and his refusal to compromise will raise a cheer 
from anyone who has had to fight for acceptance. 
 
Official Selection Toronto International Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  London International Gay and Lesbian Film Festival 2008 
 
 
18.15 UHR AB OSTKREUZ (18.15 FROM OSTKREUZ) - Austr alian Premiere  
High Camp Comedy - German with English subtitles 
In this clever spoof based on the Miss Marple story, 4.50 From Paddington, an axe murderer is on the 
loose in Berlin’s beauty industry and there is one person committed to solving the case.  Mrs Hoehne is 
a retired teacher living in Berlin. On her way to meet her best friend Rosa, she witnesses a brutal axe 
murder on a passing train.  Karin goes straight to the police but they think she’s a crazy old lady. So 
Karin elicits Rosa’s help and together they get on the case.   
  
Official Selection  Berlin International Film Festival 2006 
Official Selection  Q! Film Festival 2007 
 
SPIDER LILIES 
Drama - Mandarin with English subtitles 
In this beguiling drama, sexy webcam girl Jade and tattoo artist Takeko reconnect after time and 
circumstance have pulled them apart.  When webcam girl Jade decides to get a tattoo to spice up her 
act, she meets Takeko, a withdrawn tattooist who divides her time between her work and caring for her 
brother Ching.  Jade recognises Takeko as her childhood crush, and falls in love again. 
 
Winner Teddy Award for the Best Feature Film Berlin International Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  Milan Lesbian and Gay Film Festival 2007 
 
OTTO; OR, UP WITH DEAD PEOPLE 
Horror 
“Once upon a time, in the not so distant future, there unlived a zombie named Otto”. So begins queer 
pioneer Bruce LaBruce's latest work, which despite this familiar opening sentiment, is certainly no fairy 
tale. Otto is a gay zombie facing an existential crisis. Struggling to adapt to the undead way of life, he 
wanders the streets of Berlin with nowhere to go. That is until he meets Medea Yarn, an experimental 
filmmaker out to change the world with her new 'political porno zombie movie'.  
 
Official Selection Sydney Mardi Gras Film Festival 2008 
Official Selection  London Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2008 
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BUTCH JAMIE  
Comedy 
Jamie Klein is an out-of-work butch lesbian actress that will try almost anything for a role.  When 
channelling her feminine side for auditions fails, she starts to believe she can never be a typical leading 
lady. Spurred on by her roommate Lola’s successful cat actor, Jamie decides to take a different 
approach and auditions as her more natural butch self.  
 
Winner  Best Narrative Feature  Chicago Reeling 2007 
Winner  Best Female Feature  Long Island Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2007 
Winner  Outstanding Actress (Michelle Ehlen)  OUTFEST Film Festival 2007 
 
RED WITHOUT BLUE 
Documentary 
An artistic and groundbreaking portrayal of gender, identity and the indestructible bond of twinship.  
Super 8 footage and snapshots show identical twins Mark and Alex leading a normal childhood.  
 
After being separated for two years in their teens due to their self-destructive actions, Alex reveals 
news that would further rock the family: he no longer wants to be Alex but now identifies as Clair.  Red 
Without Blue, whose title refers to the colours the twins wore as children to distinguish between the 
two, explores the Farley family’s painful past and shifting present. The film provides a heartbreaking, 
but ultimately optimistic look at the tribulations of growing up gay and transgender as we witness the 
rebirth of this courageous family.  
 
Winner Audience Choice Award for Best Documentary  Feature Slamdance Film Festival 2007 
Winner Jury Award for Best Documentary Feature  San Francisco LGBT Film Festival 2007 
Winner Jury Award for Best Documentary  Feature Miami Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2007 
Winner Best Documentary Athens International Film & Video Festival 2007 
 
A FOUR LETTER WORD 
Comedy 
A fresh, honest and hilarious examination of sex, dating and relationship issues.  It’s another night, and 
time for Luke to find a man (or three). But when our party boy enters his favourite gay bar flanked by 
his sidekicks, little does he realise that he’s about to meet his match – the rich, macho Stephen.  With 
plenty of eye candy, a supporting cast with their own issues, and plenty of zippy one-liners, A Four 
Letter Word is not-to-be-missed. 
 
Winner Outstanding Screenwriting Award  OUTFEST Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  Philadelphia International Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  Melbourne Queer Film Festival 2008 
 
RIPARO (SHELTER ME) 
Drama - Italian with English subtitles 
Veteran Italian director Marco Simon Puccioni presents a seductive and bittersweet portrait of young 
love in the throes of class differences, grief and temptation. Returning to Italy after a romantic getaway 
in Morocco, gorgeous lovers Anna and Mara find an unexpected souvenir stashed in their luggage — 
an Arab teenager named Anis. At first, Anis struggles to understand the lesbian relationship.  But 
together the three find a balance and form a tender ménage à trois.  And then Anis falls for Mara. Love, 
trust and commitment are put to the test in this sublime drama.  
 
Official Selection  Berlin International Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  Seattle International Film Festival 2007 
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VIVA 
High Camp Comedy 
A cult freak-out retro 70s spectacle about a bored housewife who gets sucked into the sexual 
revolution.  Abandoned by her perfect Ken-doll husband, Barbi is dragged into trouble by her girlfriend, 
who spouts women's lib as she gets Barbi to discard her bra and go out on the town. Barbi learns a lot 
more than she wanted to about nudist camps, the hippie scene, orgies, bisexuality, drugs and 
bohemia.  
 
Official Selection  Melbourne International Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  London Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2008 
 
COMME DES VOLEURS (STEALTH) 
Drama - In French and Polish with English subtitles.  
A warm, witty and authentic voyage of discovery.  From all outward appearances, Lionel is a happy 
gay man with a career as a cultural commentator on Swiss radio and a family who accepts his devoted 
lover, Serge, as one of their own.  
 
However after discovering the story of a scurrilous ancestor who emigrated from Poland to 
Switzerland, Lionel begins to immerse himself in everything Polish. Lionel’s life begins to heat up when 
he meets a pretty Polish immigrant facing deportation and decides to marry her, overturning his 
domestic harmony. This sweet oddball story deftly shuffles between sex, family love and adventure 
with comedic grace.  
 
Official Selection  Seattle International Film Festival 2007 
Official Selection  Miami Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2008 
 
OUT AT THE WEDDING  
Romantic Comedy 
An award winning romantic comedy about coming out to the people we love – whether gay or straight.  
After telling her fiancé that her entire family is dead, New Yorker Alex whisks off to her childhood home 
in South Carolina to serve as a bridesmaid at her high-maintenance sister Jeannie’s wedding.  Alex’s 
mischievous best friend Jonathan unwittingly starts a rumour at the wedding that Alex is gay. Alex can’t 
bring her herself to fess up she’s straight.  So when Jeannie comes to visit, Alex hires sexy lesbian 
Risa to act as her lover…and then things really start to get out of hand.  
 
Winner Audience Award for Best Feature Film Pikes Peak Lavender Film Festival 2007 
Winner Audience Award for Best Feature Film Newfest New York LGBT Film Festival 2007 
Winner Visibility Award for Best Festival Release w ith Lesbian/Bi Characters AfterEllen.com 2007 
 
HA BUAH (THE BUBBLE)  
Drama - Hebrew and Arabic with English subtitles 
Three young Israelis, Lulu and with her gay friends, Noam and Yali, share a house in Shenkin Street, 
Tel Aviv’s funkiest urban strip and the metaphorical bubble of the film’s title. They waste their days 
working, smoking and ignoring the outside conflicts of the Middle East. When Noam falls in love with 
Palestinian, Ashraf, the trio decides to hide him in their apartment and away from authorities.  Can the 
love affair survive or is their exclusive bubble finally about to burst? 
Winner Outstanding Dramatic Feature  OUTFEST Film Festival 2007 
Winner Best Film  Birmingham SHOUT Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2007 
Winner Audience Award for Best Feature Film  Philadelphia Lesbian & Gay Film Fesitval 2007 
 
 


