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OUR STORY  
 

“Young people live in an increasingly complex web of interacting cultures and subcultures. They need a learning 

environment that promotes imagination, critical thinking, cultural engagement, communication, creativity and 

problem-solving.” 2007 Senior Syllabus  

For 11 years we have been devoted to creating a hub for arts, culture and conversation. There is something for 

everyone within our program including a wide range of international, national and local performances in the genres of 

theatre, music, comedy, film, visual arts, festivals and ideas. 

In 2012 we are hoping to continue to grow our engagement with young audiences, as we believe in the power of the 

arts to educate, inspire and promote diversity and tolerance within our society.  

The following shows are those that we have programmed with young people in mind. More may be added to the 

program at a later stage and due to the nature of some of the productions, details may occasionally change. Please 

contact us at any stage should you have any questions about the nature of the work or to confirm specifics.  
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A CHANCE TO BE AN ARTIST 
 

 

 

CLASS CLOWNS 2012 WORKSHOPS, HEATS AND STATE FINAL 

The search for the funniest clown returns!  

Class Clowns is Melbourne International 

Comedy Festival’s one-of-a-kind, national 

comedy competition for teens in secondary 

schools around the country. Alumni include 

Josh Thomas (Talkin’ Bout Your Generation), 

Triple J’s Tom Ballard and comedian Joel 

Creasey.  

Date: Wed 21 - Sun 25 March 2012  

Age:  Years 9-12   

Student Price: workshops & heats free    

           state final $16(f), $12(c)                                         

 

BACKBONE’S 2HIGH FESTIVAL 

Backbone’s 2high Festival is a free festival for young 

people that will have you plummeting headlong into an 

intoxicating world of the freshest music, art and 

performance around. Nineteen years old and still going 

strong, this year's festival brings back its one-of-a-kind, 

multi-arts feast for the senses, showcasing original and 

dynamic works from exciting national and international 

emerging artists.  Registrations open in mid 2012 for 

artists.   

Date: October 2012  Student Price: FREE 

Age: All ages      Photo by Hayley McGill, artwork by Tess Maunder 

KINGDOM OF LITTLE EMPIRES  
  

For the third year running Brisbane Powerhouse and triple j Unearthed 

bring you a mighty selection of triple j’s Unearthed High finalists. If you 

know any promising young bands, encourage them to upload a 

recording of their song/s to triple j’s Unearthed High Website. You 

never know it might be a band from your school headlining next year.  

Date: September/October 2012 Student Price: Between $16-$20  

                                 Tickets On-sale: June 2012           Age: All ages 

There are three application/competition based events that occur annually at Brisbane Powerhouse and we 

would love you to encourage your students to enter. For those students who are unsuccessful, the events 

provide a fabulous opportunity to be inspired by their peers, equipping them with a goal for future years.  
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WORLD THEATRE FESTIVAL 

WHERE WE ONCE BELONGED  

ARMSTRONG CREATIVE & PIPA (NZL) 
 
 
Meet Alofa. Samoan. Devoted Charlieôs Angels Fan. On a journey to find her true identity.  
 

 
 
 
Lively, spirited and fiercely written, Where We Once 
Belonged is an unflinchingly honest, sometimes brutal, 
and wildly funny coming-of-age story set in 1970s Samoa.  
 
Alofa and her friends Lili and Moa are typical teenage 
girls. They tease the local boys, misbehave at school and 
dream about their weddings. But there is a darker side to 
Alofa’s life; underneath the idyllic is an undertow of family 
violence, religion and colonisation.  
 
Based on the award winning book by Sia Figiel and 
featuring 14 beautiful and talented young Pasifika 
performers, Where We Once Belonged is an unforgettable 
singing, dancing, laughing, crying-out-loud celebration of 
Pacific life. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presented by Brisbane Powerhouse and Armstrong Creative  
 
DATE         Wed 15 – Sat 18 February       STUDENT PRICE   $15 (teacher free for groups 10+) 
TIME          Wed 10am, Thu 10am + 1pm    AGE                13+ 
                   Fri 10am + 1pm, Sat 12pm        DURATION            75mins, no interval 
 
 

A free Q&A session will follow the 10am performance on Wednesday and the 1pm performances on 
Thursday and Friday. 

 

Curriculum Links 
Post-colonial studies, literary (adaptation from award-winning novel), elements of drama, skills of 
performance (particularly working as an ensemble), Text (Pacific), Context (historical/cultural).  

On sale Fri 18 Nov 
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TOO LATE! (ANTIGONE) CONTEST #2 
MOTUS (ITA)  
 
 
Witness intensely physical and compelling theatre by one of Italy's most adventurous theatre companies 
known for its take-no-prisoners style. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A modern, anarchic take on an old Greek tragedy, Too Late! scrutinises the dynamics of power and resistance and 
the dangerous mix of love and violence.  
  
With Bertold Brecht’s Antigone as its catalyst, the play sees the characters drawn into a merciless set of challenges. 
Together they amplify power games between fathers and sons, dictators and servants; with a pointed reference to 
Italy’s Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi and the current decay of European politics. 
  
 
 
  
 
 
Presented by Brisbane Powerhouse and Motus 
  
DATE                 Thu 16 – Sun 19 Feb    STUDENT PRICE     15 (teacher free for groups 10+) 
TIME                  Thu - Fri 8pm, Sat 8pm, Sun 7pm   DURATION                55mins, no interval 
AGE              15+      WARNING        Contains nudity     
   

 
 A free Q&A session will follow the 8pm performance on Friday.  

 
 

 

Curriculum Links 
Inclusion of Heritage Styles (Epic theatre), themes – European politics, meta-theatre, contemporary 

reimagining  
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THE LADY FROM THE SEA  

ABHINAYA THEATRE COMPANY & TOPOLOGY (IND, QLD)  
 

Set in no particular time or space against a beautiful live soundtrack by Topology, The Lady from the Sea 

delves into the internal anguish, conflicts and confusion implicit in relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A meditative and poetic adaptation of the original play by Henrik Ibsen, The Lady from the Sea observes the three 

main characters of a husband, wife and a stranger. The stranger, once engaged to the wife, has a compelling power 

over her and has returned to take her away. Her husband gives her the freedom to choose between staying with him 

and leaving with the stranger.  

 

The Lady from the Sea harnesses the infinite possibilities offered by the modern stage, and is punctuated by 

stunning audio-visual imagery to create a moving space installation.  

 

 

 

Presented by Brisbane Powerhouse, Abhinaya Theatre Company and Topology 

DATE     Fri 24 – Sun 26 Feb                 STUDENT PRICE   $15 (teacher free for groups 10+) 

TIME      Fri 8.30pm, Sat 3pm+7.30pm, Sun 2.30pm  DURATION               70mins, no interval 

AGE 12+ 

A free Q&A session will follow the 7.30pm performance on Saturday. 

Curriculum Links 
Contemporary adaptation, elements of drama (particularly time and place since this has been consciously 
moved from original context), contemporary styles (intercultural drama), text, context 
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DISCOVER LOVE 

BELARUS FREE THEATRE (BLR) 
 

SMS: Kidnapping. Murder. Love. True Story. Meet near the river. Don’t tell anyone.  

 

Existing in the shadows, the world’s most political theatre company Belarus Free Theatre presents works that are 

illegal in their own country. Relying on SMS messages and word-of-mouth to direct audiences to performances in 

Belarus, they tour to expose the travesties of the most repressed country in Europe.  

Discover Love is based on real facts from the life of Irina Krasovskaya, whose husband Anatoly was kidnapped and 

murdered for rendering assistance to the democratic body of Belarus.  

Revealing the reflections of a woman living this tragedy, Irina laments about things left undone, dreams unrealised 

and words unsaid in this universal exploration of grief, love and regret.  

"’Discover Love’ leaves a strong desire to learn more. Audiences will likely find themselves Googling the names of 

the play's ill-fated protagonists after the show. ...this must be considered an artistic success.” David Ng, The Los 

Angeles Times. 

 

 

 

 

Presented by Brisbane Powerhouse and Belarus Free Theatre 

DATE     Thu 16 – Sun 19 Feb                     STUDENT PRICE   $15 (teachers free with groups 10+)     

TIME      Thu – Fri 7.30pm, Sat 7.30pm, Sun 1pm+6pm  DURATION              70mins, no interval 

VENUE   Visy Theatre   

 

  A free Q&A session will follow the 7:30pm performance on Saturday. 

Curriculum Links 
Elements of drama, context (real and general –political, cultural, historical) contemporary styles, skills of 
performance. 
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SCRATCH SERIES 
 

Experience theatre in the making with six new works-in-progress by local and interstate artists. Join us on 

this rollercoaster of budding theatre productions. Buckle up as theatre artists pilot their ideas, scripts and rehearsals, 

sometimes for the first time in front of an audience. The set may be missing, the script off the cuff and the cast a 

motley crew, and it will all be gambled in front of your eyes for the sake of the show. This is your chance to see new 

works in early stages of development at their most precarious. Provide your feedback and help shape the direction of 

these works before they become fully-fledged, polished products. These showings provide a great opportunity for 

students to engage in the process of making theatre. 

 

 

Production photo from Elephant Gun, scratch work in WTF 2011. This production has now graduated to the main stage and will be a main performance in World 

Theatre Festival 2012.   
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MORE THEATRE APRIL - JULY 

OF THE CAUSES OF WONDERFUL THINGS  

 

What happens when something too dark to 

accept arrives on your doorstep? When five 

children disappear in a small town, the world of 

the dead begins to impact on the world of the 

living. Working with an overhead projector, large 

format negatives and miniature dioramas, this 

solo work combines a powerful text and unique 

visual language with a dark comic sensibility.  

Date:  Mon 30 April – Sun 13 May 2011 

Student Price: $18  

Time:  8pm  

 Age Suitability:  Years 11 and 12  

 

 

   

 

RRAMP 

RRAMP is a performance band featuring Christine Johnston, Lisa OȭNeil 

and Peter Nelson. Through a hybrid of music, dance, story, song, 

humour and animation these three characters lead the audience into a 

musical score that charters the journey and mind of the lead singer 

(Christine Johnston) and her two unlikely band members (Lisa OȭNeill 

and Peter Nelson). 

 

“It was electric, thrilling. The concept is exciting because so unique. 

Wonderfully funny. Deliciously strange”. Christine Sharp  

 

Date:  Wed 25 Jul – Sat 28 Jul 2012 Student Price: $18 

Time:  8.30 pm  

Age Suitability: Years 11 and 12      

Duration: 20-25 minutes 
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FILM 

 

MESSAGE STICKS INDIGENOUS 

FILM FESTIVAL 
Message Sticks Indigenous Film Festival showcases the best 

Indigenous films from around the world.  

In 2012 the Message Sticks Indigenous Film Festival celebrates 13 

successful years. Returning with more remarkable storytelling the 

festival illustrates the great diversity of Indigenous culture and artists. 

The program features world premieres of new Australian films as well 

as highlighting other Indigenous films and film makers from abroad.  

Date: Friday 20 April 2012          Student Price: Free 

Age Suitability: please check film classifications closer to the date.  
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EXHIBITIONS   

NIKON WALKLEY AWARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now in its eleventh year, Brisbane Powerhouse is again proud to present this prestigious exhibition of outstanding 

Australian press photography. From daily-life and photographic essays, to portraiture and sport, the Nikon-Walkley 

Photographic Awards recognise excellence in Australian press photography. 

 

 

 

Date: Tue 24 January – Mon 27 February 2012     Student Price: FREE 
Time:  Mon 9am-5pm, Tue-Sun 9am-9pm      Age Suitability: 15+  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Links 
Visual Arts/Photomedia: Press photography, Australian issues, media, role of news in 
Australian society.  
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RICKY MAYNARD – PORTRAIT OF A DISTANT LAND  
 

 

 

Portrait of a Distant Land, curated by Keith Munro for the Museum of Contemporary Art, is a comprehensive solo 

exhibition of the work of Tasmanian Aboriginal documentary photographer Ricky Maynard. Maynard’s concern 

throughout his professional practice has been to rewrite the history of Indigenous Australia by creating an alternative, 

collaborative record of his people. He brings to this task the skills of a master photographer with a particular eye for 

landscape and the nuances of light and shade, and with the patience to wait for the moment, whether it be for the 

passage of clouds across the horizon in Vansittart Island, Bass Strait or for the Wik elders of Cape York to come to 

his makeshift studio in Aurukun.  

‘I seek a balance between craftsmanship and social relevance. Photography has the ability to tell stories about the world and…the photograph 
has the power to frame a culture.’ Ricky Maynard 

 
 

 

 

 

Date:  Tue 3 April – Sun 6 May 2012   Student Price: FREE 
Time:  Mon 9am-5pm, Tue-Sun 9am-9pm    
 
There is a detailed Education Kit available for this exhibition. Please email KrystalS@brisbanepowerhouse.org to request your 
copy.  

 

 

Education Links 
Visual Arts/Photomedia: Documentary photography, the photographic portrait, landscape in 

photography, working in series, developing a body of work, artist practice.  
History: Australian history and politics, Indigenous Australians, Society and Environment, Visual arts 
as a reflection of contemporary culture, Visual arts as a reflection of cultural and personal identity 
English: Analysing visual texts, Oral and research skills, Issues of culture and identity in the visual arts 

 

mailto:KrystalS@brisbanepowerhouse.org
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WORLD PRESS PHOTO 

 

 Image by Daniele Tamagnijpg, World Press Photo 11  

Attracting over two and a half million people each year in over 100 locations, the world’s most prestigious annual 

exhibition of photojournalism visits Brisbane for the fifth year running. World Press Photo profiles the globe’s top 

press photographers and showcases the world’s best press photos of 2011.  

 

 

 

 

Date: Sat 2 – Wed 27 June 2012       Student Price: FREE 

Time:  Mon 9am-5pm, Tue-Sun 9am-9pm      Age Suitability: 15+ or 13-15 with parental permission 

There is a detailed Education Kit available for this exhibition. Please email KrystalS@brisbanepowerhouse.org to request a copy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Links 
Visual Arts/Photomedia: Press photography, International and national issues, social issues, 
media, the role of news in society and more.  
 
 

mailto:KrystalS@brisbanepowerhouse.org
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POLAR SOUTH  
Photographers: Lawrence English, Marina Curci, Phil Dadson, Adriana Groisman, Stefan Oliva, Andrea Juan, Alberto 

Morales, Lucy y Jorge Orta, Pamen Pereira, Hernán Sala, and Rodolfo del Valle.  

 

 

 

 

Polar South, Art in Antarctica, an exhibition comprising of individual artists creating a response to Antarctica.  The 

work is in the form of photography, video, sound, object and installation.  The work is extremely relevant and thought 

provoking, especially due to the current debates on climate change and carbon tax. 

“A deep and vivid feeling seizes us when, at the end of a long voyage, we step on Antarctic soil, a soil covered with 

fossils. As sea, rock, and time, Antarctica is today the largest natural freshwater reserve for humankind.  Being there 

is to witness a different world on this very same planet, to venture into the wilderness, into a new place that cannot 

compare with what we already know, with no schedules, no currency, and without the facts of everyday life. We must 

adapt to the weather and the severity of the freezing gales, where the beauty of the vastness of space and the 

extreme temperatures are both juxtaposed. A virgin continent operating as an experimental laboratory in every 

discipline, including culture and art. Our way of thinking changes in Antarctica, this thus becomes an ideal place for 

the artist’s task.  

Let us imagine ever-lasting icebergs, fossilized remains, zero pollution, expeditions and challenges in a continent of 

cooperation destined for peace. 

Taking art to Antarctica is to remind the world of its frozen seas, its species, and its icebergs, and how important they 

are for the terrestrial ecosystem.” 

Date:   August 2012        Student Price: FREE 
Time:  Mon 9am-5pm, Tue-Sun 9am-9pm      Age Suitability: all ages 
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WHILE YOU’RE HERE (OR MORE EXCUSES TO VISIT) 

 

TOURS  

Audio Tour 

Brisbane Powerhouse has a rich history and we’d love to take you on an adventure through it. Launching in 

December this year, Generator, the Brisbane Powerhouse audio tour, will be available for hire. As you discover the 

nooks and crannies of this former power station, you will also hear stories from its various occupants. 

Available for download on all smart phones, or by hiring an mp3 player from our Box Office there are no limitations to 

the number of people who can immerse themselves in this audio experience. 

Date: Available from 7 December 2011    Student Price: Free from the Apple app store 
Age Suitability: 12+  

 

Site Tour 

Guided tours of Brisbane Powerhouse explore the history of the building, public artworks, public spaces, theatres and 

backstage. Our friendly tour guide will walk you through the building exploring its past uses as a power station, 

derelict industrial wasteland and in its current use as an arts centre. 

Site tours are held once a week upon request on Tuesday or Wednesday and require a full 2 weeks notice. To 

organise your site tour please phone Brisbane Powerhouse Reception +617 3358 8622. Bookings are essential. 

Please note that access to function spaces and theatres are subject to availability. 

PRICES 
Adults: $5.00 
Children/Concession $3.00 
Groups (10+) $3.00 per person 
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WEEKEND SESSIONS   

If you are bringing a class to see one of our productions on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday evening between February 

and December, come a little earlier to expose them to some home-grown talent during our free music and comedy 

sessions.   

THE RESIDENTS 

On Fridays it’s all about the music, as the best Indie-Pop/Alt Country bands around stake their claim on the Turbine 

Platform. No ‘one night only’ gigs here. Each band will have an entire month to capture the hearts of Brisbane music 

lovers with a set every week. 

Date: Every Friday        Price: FREE 

Time:  6pm         Age Suitability: all ages  

Duration: 60mins 

 

SATURDAY SESSIONS  

Coming to rest on the first Saturday of every month is Planet, proudly supported by BEMAC and showcasing World 

Music that will transport your musical senses around the globe. Waxing Lyrical on the second Saturday of every 

month lets you get up close and personal with some of Brisbane’s most talented singer/songwriters. If smooth and 

sassy is more your style, slip into some cool threads on the third Saturday of every month and head on down for 

Turbine Jazz, in partnership with Jazz Qld.  Popalicious, on the fourth Saturday of every month, is a sugar rush of 

candy-like hooks and great melodies fresh from QUT Creative Industries. 

Date: Every Saturday evening       Price: FREE 

Time:  5pm         Age Suitability: all ages  

Duration: 120mins 

 

LIVE SPARK 

If you enjoy live music and like it even better when it’s free, check out Live Spark, featuring the best indie pop/rock 

talent from Brisbane and beyond. Livespark is a platform where touring and local bands showcase their material to 

an all ages audience in a family friendly venue. 

Date: Every Sunday evening       Price: FREE 

Time:  3.30pm         Age Suitability: all ages  

Duration: 60mins 

 

LIVEWIRED 

Livewired is our free comedy program. In the past we’ve been entertained by the likes of Tripod, Josh Thomas, Wil 

Anderson, Gina Yashere, The Bedroom Philosopher and Stephen K Amos. 

 

Date: Every Sunday evening       Price: FREE 

Time:  6.30pm         Age Suitability: recommended for 15+ as some   

Duration: 60mins  comedians may swear.  
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Finding Your Way 
Brisbane Powerhouse is located next to New Farm Park on the banks of the Brisbane river. Street access is via 119 
Lamington Street, New Farm (continuation of James St). 

Please Note: There is limited car parking at Brisbane Powerhouse.  We encourage all patrons to catch public 
transport where possible.  If you are travelling by car, please allow ample time to locate a car park at either Brisbane 
Powerhouse, New Farm Park or surrounding areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For directions from your home visit www.whereis.com.au. 

By CityCat / Ferry 

The New Farm Park CityCat and Ferry Wharf is a couple minutes’ walk from Brisbane Powerhouse. For more 
information call TransLink 131230 or visit http://www.translink.com.au/ 

By Bus 

There are 3 bus services 196, 197 and 199 which stop a short walk away. For more information call TransLink 
131230 or visit http://www.translink.com.au/ 

By Bicycle 

Secure racks are available free-of-charge at Brisbane Powerhouse. 

By Taxi 

Taxi drop off is inside the Brisbane Powerhouse car park beside the Stores Building. A direct dial phone to Black and 
White cabs is located near the Box Office at Brisbane Powerhouse. 

By Car 

There is convenient free parking available from 8.30am - midnight Monday to Friday and 6.30am - midnight Saturday 
and Sunday in New Farm Park (access via Brunswick St). Alternatively, there is limited free parking onsite (access 
via Lamington St, a continuation of James St). 

http://www.whereis.com.au/
http://www.translink.com.au/
http://www.translink.com.au/
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CONTACT US 
 

For education enquiries please contact:  

Krystal Sweedman 

Education and Audience Development Coordinator  
Brisbane Powerhouse 
Ph: (07) 3358 8667  
krystals@brisbanepowerhouse.org 

 

To book tickets please call our box office:  

Ph. (07) 3358 8600  

Or book online 

www.brisbanepowerhouse.org 

 

Please note: at this stage most of the events are not available for viewing on our website. The on sale date varies for 

each event; please contact Krystal to register your interest and she will notify you when the event goes on sale.  

Please also be aware that while a great deal of care has been taken in organising these events, details may change 

before the event goes on sale.  

 

If you are interested in hiring our one of our theatres for a performance: 

William Pike  

Program Manager 

Ph: (07) 3358 8621 

williamp@brisbanepowerhouse.org 

 

If you are interested in hiring a function space – think formals by the river:  

Emma Millers 

Functions Manager 

Ph: (07) 3358614 

emmam@brisbanepowerhouse.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:krystals@brisbanepowerhouse.org
mailto:williamp@brisbanepowerhouse.org
mailto:emmam@brisbanepowerhouse.org

