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Media Release 

Monday 10 December, 2007 
 

PACK A SMASH HIT SEASON OF THEATRE INTO ONE BIG DEA L! 
Brisbane Powerhouse Presents 

THE 2008 ‘IS THEATRE’ SEASON 
 
Looking for the saddest, funniest, chillingly dramatic and most unforgettable theatre experiences?  In 
2008 Brisbane Powerhouse will be presenting the IS THEATRE season from January to June, 
featuring six outstanding productions from Scotland, the Netherlands, South Africa and Australia. 
 
These dramatically contrasting productions, embrace diverse origins, themes and forms, but have one 
thing in common, their superlative quality and unforgettable impact.  
 
To ensure enthusiastic theatre goers don’t miss out on these great theatre experiences, Brisbane 
Powerhouse is offering versatile theatre packages so patrons can see all six plays at a discounted rate 
or choose to see four of their favourites in the IS THEATRE season.  These special six and four-play 
packages guarantee a seat to the performances in an affordable package that is simple to arrange with 
Brisbane Powerhouse Box Office by phone or email. 
 
Book your IS THEATRE package now to experience Aalst  from The National Theatre of Scotland, 
which is coming from a successful season in London and the 2008 Sydney Festival.  The highly 
acclaimed production is based on the murder of two children by their parents in 1999 in the small 
Belgian industrial town of Aalst .   
 
Brisbane Powerhouse continues to roll out the international talent to entice, hosting Handspring Puppet 
Company from South Africa, and the beautiful fusion of video, puppetry, movement and narrative of 
their production Woyzeck on the Highveld . This Adelaide Festival hit features spectacular life-size 
wooden puppets playing out Georg Buchner's famed tragedy of jealousy and murder.    
 
Kassys of The Netherlands deliver a unique 50-50 blend of live theatre and film in Kommer, an 
exploration of six actors, each in their private loneliness following the death of a friend. 
 
From the Australian theatre scene, come the saddest and funniest stories including Holding the Man  
by Griffin Theatre Company, which started small in Sydney and grew and grew to become the 
Australian theatre hit of 2007. Also from Sydney, Shorter and Sweeter  presents the best of over 3000 
plays submitted to the world’s biggest 10-minute play festival. 
 
The local Brisbane content is also impressive, with the celebration of the world premiere of A Mouthful 
of Pins .   This intriguing show about truth, illusion and the ‘romance’ of melancholia comes from the 
creators of the wonderful, award winning The Knowing of Mary Poppins. 
 
Brisbane Powerhouse Director Andrew Ross believes offering high quality theatre experiences will 
change people’s perspective on theatre in Brisbane.  “I have been to the theatre thousands of times – 
really! – and I usually go on my own. I think the difference between going to the cinema and the 
theatre, is that the cinema is a solitary experience while the theatre is a communal experience 
irrespective of whether you go alone or with company,” he says. “You can experience cinema at home 
on your big flat screen but you can only experience the theatre in the company of fellow human beings.  
A theatre performance is a ritual.  Brisbane Powerhouse is really a perfect place to participate in that 
ritual.  You can eat (another ritual), drink, argue about the show or enjoy a solitary moment gazing at 
the river and thinking about what you have just seen. I don’t expect to love everything I see in the 
theatre, but I do expect to love going to the theatre.  I feel satisfied that Brisbane Powerhouse is a 
place where you can love going to the theatre.  I can’t guarantee you will love all six shows, but IS 
THEATRE includes some of the best theatre in the world so I am sure you will love some of them.  
That is why we have made it as easy and affordable as possible to see all six.” 
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Date   January – June 2008 (see attached synopses for dates) 
Packages   Early week (From Tuesday to Thursday)  
(Prices include all fees) Six plays $150 
   Four plays $110 
   Package weekend (from Friday to Sunday) 
   Six plays $180 
   Four plays $130 
Bookings  07 3358 8600 or istheatre@brisbanepowerhouse.org  
 
Aalst - The National Theatre of Scotland  
Tue 29 January – Sunday 3 February 
A young couple check into a hotel with their two small children. A week passes before the police make 
a chilling discovery. In 1999, in the suburban town of Aalst, two parents murdered their children. The 
ensuing high profile and dramatic trial led to much soul-searching in the Belgian media.  
 
A Mouthful of Pins  – The Nest 
Thurs 14 – Sat 16 Feb 
Is it possible to overdose on happiness?  What is the right dosage of sadness to live well in the world?  
Image, poetry, music, movement and narrative combine to explore the way experiences, choices, 
dreams and disappointments determine happiness – or melancholia.  On a journey to explore her 
identity, a singer meets two other women: one from Victorian times and the other her contemporary.  
Will they direct her towards happiness or bury her deeper into the abyss of discontent? 
 
Holding the Man  - Griffin Theatre Company 
Wed 5 – Sun 9 Mar 
Tim and John met in high school in the mid-1970's. Tim was in the school production of Romeo & Juliet 
and had a crush on John. John was the captain of the football team and wanted to play for Essendon. 
By the end of high school even their school yearbook acknowledged them as the year's cutest couple. 
 
Kommer  – Kassys 
Tue 18 – Sat 22 Mar 
KOMMER is an awkward, spare, painfully funny portrait of human frailty in 50% theatre, 50% film. Six 
people gather onstage to mark and ponder the loss of a dear friend.  In the second half of the 
performance, the actors leave the stage and the audience gets to catch a glimpse of their “real” lives 
on film.  The video shows sneaky day to day grief: desolation and loneliness of existence. More 
specific; the shadow sides of the ‘private lives’ of the same six actors, after they have finished the 
performance you have just seen.   
 
Woyzeck on the Highveld - Handspring Puppet Company of South Africa 
Tue 15 – Sat 19 Apr 
An adaptation of German writer Georg Buchner's famous play of jealousy, murder and the struggle of 
an individual against an uncaring society which eventually destroys him. In this version, Woyzeck is a 
migrant worker in 1956 Johannesburg, a landscape of barren industrialisation. Almost life-size wooden 
puppets playing out the tragedy against a backdrop of ominous black-and-white video animation to the 
accompaniment of haunting African music. 
 
Shorter and Sweeter - Playing Australia, Newtown Theatre Company and Arts  on Tour   
Tue 13 – Sat 17 May 
Shorter and Sweeter is a tasting box of some the best new 10 minute plays from the highly successful 
Short and Sweet Festivals held in Sydney and Melbourne over the past five years. Chosen from over 
3000 entries, these plays are a selection of audience favorites and judges’ choices and deal with life, 
love, loss and laughter in ten minute bites. 


